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Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2326S:  
Feminist Perspectives on Addiction, Service Learning 

Format of instruction: lecture/discussion 
AU18, Tuesday/Thursday 9:35-10:55 

 
Prof. L. Mizejewski, 286 D University Hall, phone 292-2467 

email: mizejewski.1@osu.edu       Office hrs:  Tues. 12-2 p.m. & by appmt. 
 
 
Accommodation of students with disabilities: The University strives to 
make all learning experiences as accessible as possible. If you 
anticipate or experience academic barriers based on your disability 
(including mental health, chronic or temporary medical conditions), 
please let me know immediately so that we can privately discuss 
options.  You are also welcome to register with Student Life Disability 
Services to establish reasonable accommodations.  After registration, 
make arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss your 
accommodations so that they may be implemented in a timely 
fashion. SLDS contact information: slds@osu.edu; 614-292-3307; 
slds.osu.edu; 098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue. 
 
The Collegiate Recovery Community (CRC) is a supportive peer community on campus 
for students in recovery from a substance use disorder or who may be currently 
struggling with substance use.  The CRC is located in room 1230 of Lincoln Tower and 
meets regularly on Wednesdays at 5pm. Stop by or visit go.osu.edu/recovery or 
email recovery@osu.edu for more information. 
 
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights 
offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to 
offenses against other protected categories (e.g., race). If you or someone you know has been 
sexually harassed or assaulted, you may find the appropriate resources at 
http://titleix.osu.edu or by contacting the Ohio State Title IX Coordinator, Kellie Brennan, at 
titleix@osu.edu. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Mizejewski.1@osu.edu
mailto:mizejewski.1@osu.edu
mailto:slds@osu.edu
http://slds.osu.edu/
http://go.osu.edu/recovery
https://email.osu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=vDpMgLEDYgenszJNzTEC9x_MIbVa4wFE5yl-foogkndPJWf5pKbSCG0AYQBpAGwAdABvADoAcgBlAGMAbwB2AGUAcgB5AEAAbwBzAHUALgBlAGQAdQA.&URL=mailto%3arecovery%40osu.edu
http://titleix.osu.edu/
mailto:titleix@osu.edu
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I. Course description 
 
The two components of this course are a) the study of feminist scholarship on addiction and b) 
service learning with a local organization that provides services to persons with substance 
abuse issues.  Our focus is feminist addiction studies, an interdisciplinary field of research that 
includes sociology, social work, political science, and psychology. Topics will include feminist 
and traditional approaches to addiction and recovery, public policy on substance abuse, and the 
special needs of African American and LGBT populations, as well as persons with disabilities. In 
addition, students will do service work to get first-hand experience with the addiction issues we 
cover as course material.  Students will use the course material and tools of analysis to think 
and write critically about experience with a community organization.  This experience, in turn, 
will provide insight about how institutions address the addiction problems analyzed in feminist 
scholarship. 
 
II. Course objectives 
 
These objectives are common to all service learning courses: 

• Students make connections between concepts and skills learned in an academic setting 
and community-based work. 

• Students demonstrate an understanding of the issues, resources, assets, and cultures of 
the community in which they are working.  

• Students evaluate the impacts of the service learning activity. 
The following objectives are specific to this course: 

• Students acquire an understanding of feminist perspectives on addiction and how the 
intersectionality of gender, race, class, and sexuality affects the development and social 
contexts of addiction.   

• Students gain first-hand experience with a community organization that offers services 
to persons with addiction problems.   

• Students demonstrate an ability to analyze and reflect on their service work experiences 
through a feminist framework and in the context of course readings and discussions.  

 
III. Course Content and Procedures 
 
Throughout the semester, students will discuss key readings in feminist addiction studies.  By 
the third week of the course, students will begin training at either Safe Point or Star House, the 
organizations that have agreed to provide service opportunities for this course.  Beginning week 
four, classroom contact hours will be split between class meetings and service-work hours. 
Class sessions will then include discussion of weekly journal entries about students’ experiences 
in the community with the goal of making connections between feminist scholarship on 
addiction and student interactions with programs and clients. 
Our guest speakers in this course will come from AA, OSU’s Collegiate Recovery Community, the 
OSU Counseling Center, and ADAMH  (Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Board of Franklin 
County). 
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CARMEN AND TOP HAT: You will find the syllabus, readings, and other course material on 
Carmen.  TOP HAT is the platform I’ll use to take attendance and give quizzes.  If you don’t yet 
have a TH account, here are instructions for getting one: 
https://success.tophat.com/s/article/Student-Creating-Your-Account?name=Student-Top-Hat-
Overview-and-Getting-Started-Guide&fromCase=1 
 
IV. Requirements and Evaluation: 
 
Attendance and participation (20%).  Our in-class discussions of the readings and your service-
work journals are essential in this course. You have two “free” absences (to use for illness, for 
instance) before your final grade goes down one-half grade: 3 absences = one-half grade; 4 
absences=one full grade, etc.. 
 
Community and organization report (10%).  This two-page report will a) gather information 
from local news organizations about the community you will be working with and b) compile 
information about the program with which you will be working.  We will collate these reports in 
class in order to compile profiles of the programs and their clients before you begin your 
volunteer work, and we will revise these profiles at the end of the semester in light of your 
service-learning experiences.   See the Paper Guidelines file on Carmen for assignment details.  
 
Weekly journals (30%): Beginning in week four, students will submit a weekly one-page journal 
about their service-learning experiences.  These journals will be posted on Carmen to share 
with the class for discussion.  
 
In-class writing assignments: (15%) Expect weekly reading quizzes and short in-class 
written.responses to the readings.  We will use these as entry points into our discussions.  
 
Final paper and portfolio (25%): Your final project is a portfolio of your journals and a research 
paper that reflects on and evaluates your experience as a volunteer in relationship to a 
particular issue we have covered in this course (i.e. pregnancy, criminalization, sexual identity, 
etc.)  That is, this paper makes connections between the insights gleaned from your journals 
and feminist scholarship on addiction. See paper guidelines on Carmen. 
 
Academic Misconduct Policy: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct 
to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student 
academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic 
misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and 
dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of 

https://success.tophat.com/s/article/Student-Creating-Your-Account?name=Student-Top-Hat-Overview-and-Getting-Started-Guide&fromCase=1
https://success.tophat.com/s/article/Student-Creating-Your-Account?name=Student-Top-Hat-Overview-and-Getting-Started-Guide&fromCase=1
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alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 33355487). For additional 
information, see the Code of Student Conduct. 
 
Plagiarism: As defined in University Rule 3335-31-02, plagiarism is “the representation of 
another’s works or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use 
and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use 
of another person’s ideas.”  It is the obligation of this department and its instructors to report 
all cases of suspected plagiarism to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  After the report 
is filed, a hearing takes place and if the student is found guilty, the possible punishment  ranges 
from failing the class to suspension or expulsion from the university.  Although the existence of 
the Internet makes it relatively easy to plagiarize, it also makes it even easier for instructors to 
find evidence of plagiarism.  It is obvious to most teachers when a student turns in work that is 
not his or her own and plagiarism search engines make documenting the offense very simple.  
Always cite your sources’ always ask questions before you turn in an assignment if you are 
uncertain about what constitutes plagiarism.  To preserve the integrity of OSU as an institution 
of higher learning, to maintain your own integrity, and to avoid jeopardizing your future, DO 
NOT PLAGIARIZE!   
 
V. Grading Scale 
 
Grade  Percentage 
D  60 
D+  67 
C-  70 
C  73 
C+  77 
B-  80 
B  83 
B+  87 
A-  90 
A  93 
 
VI. Required Texts  
All texts can be found at Barnes and Noble. You may also choose to order books from a seller of 
your choice or via the library. Please be sure to secure the correct edition/publication year if 
you choose to obtain the texts somewhere besides Barnes and Noble. Any additional assigned 
readings will be posted to Carmen. 
 
Allen, Cheney.  I’m Black and I’m Sober: The Timeless Story of a Woman’s Journey Back to 
 Sanity. Center City, Minn.: Hazeldon, 1976. 
Campbell, Nancy D.  Using Women: Gender, Drug Policy, and Social Justice.  New York and 
 London: Routledge, 2000. 
Zailckas, Koren.  Smashed: Story of a Drunken Girlhood. New York: Penguin, 2006. 
The article assignments on the syllabus are available on Carmen. 

https://trustees.osu.edu/assets/files/RuleBook/CodeStudentConduct.pdf
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VII. Schedule of classes and assignments 
 
1. Intersectional Approaches to Substance Abuse 
 
Week One  Introductions to each other and to feminist thought 
   Hepola, “Women Who Drink” 
   Pagliaro/Pagliaro, “Explaining Substance Abuse Among Women”  
               
Week Two  Campbell, “Reading 'Feminist Standpoint Epistemology' into Substance  
    Use and Misuse."  
   Downing, “Sex Role Set Ups and Alcoholism” 
   Rhodes/Johnson, “A Feminist Approach to Treating African   
    American Women” 
   hooks, “Growing Away from Addiction” 
   In-class response paper on key concepts 
    
Week Three  Barczyk/Thompson. "Alcohol/Drug Dependency in Homeless Youth"  
   Thompson, et al. "Estrangement Factors Associated with Addiction 
     among Homeless Youth"  
   Community Report Due 
   Begin training with Star House or Safe Point 
 
 
Week Four  Ford/Moore, “Violence, Substance Abuse, Disability, Gender” 
   Beatty, “Substance Abuse, Disabilities, Black Women” 
   Drabble/Eliason, “Treatment for Sexual Minority Women” 
   Journal 1 due  
 
Week Five  Terplan, “Women and the Opioid Crisis” 
   Penm et al, “Strategies for the Opioid Epidemic: Ohio” 
   Miller/Lopez. "Beyond ‘Doing Gender’: Incorporating Race, Class,   
   Place, and Life Transitions into Feminist Drug Research"  
   Journal 2 due 
        
Week Six  Allen, I’m Black and I’m Sober 
   Journal 3 due 
 
Week Seven  Zailckas, Smashed 
   Journal 4 due 
          
Autumn Break 
 
2.  Addiction, Gender, Race, and Public Policy 
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Week Eight  Campbell, Using Women, pp. 1-168 
   Journal 5 due 
              
Week Nine  Campbell, pp. 169-220 
   Watson/Mallory, “The Criminalization of Addiction in Pregnancy” 
   Journal 6 due  
    
Week Ten  Young, “Punishment, Treatment, Empowerment: Three Approaches to  
    Policy for Pregnant Addicts” 
   Sanchez, “The Silent Anguish of Pregnant Women who Struggle with  
    Addiction”   
   Hodge et al, “Emerging Legal Responses to the Opioid Epidemic”  
   Journal 7 due 
              
Week Eleven  Netherland/Hansen, “White Opioids: Pharmaceutical Race” 
   Koch et al, “Coloring the War on Drugs”  
   Discussion of assigned screening, The House I Live In (2012) 
   Journal 8 due 
   
Week Twelve  Schneider, “Racism, Drug Policy, and AIDS” 
   Friedman, “Income Inequality, Drug-Related Arrests” 
   Journal 9 due   
 
 
    
3. Reflections and evaluations 
 
Week Thirteen  Workshop: designing a final paper 
    
Thanksgiving Break  
  
Week Fourteen Community and organization profiles: reflection and revision 
   Brief oral reports on final papers 
 
Week Fifteen  Final paper/portfolio due 
 
 
 
VIII. Bibliography of essays on Carmen: 
 
Abbott, Ann A., and Meltzer Olson. "A Feminist Approach To Substance Abuse Treatment And 
 Service Delivery." Women's Health & Social Work (1994):  67-83.  
 



 7 

Barczyk, Amanda and Sanna Thompson. "Alcohol/Drug Dependency in Homeless 
 Youth." Alcoholism: Clinical & Experimental Research 32 (2008): 367-99. 
 
Beatty, Lula. "Substance Abuse, Disabilities, And Black Women: An Issue Worth  Exploring." 
Women & Therapy 26.3/4 (2003): 223-236. 
 
Campbell, Nancy D. "Reading 'Feminist Standpoint Epistemology' into Substance Use and 
 Misuse." Substance Use & Misuse 50.6 (2015): 806-819. 
 
Downing, Elaine.  “Sex Role Set Ups and Alcoholism.” Feminist Perspectives On Addictions. 
 Ed. Nan Van Den Bergh.  New York: Springer, 1991. 
 
Downs, Adam B., et al. "Shifting Perspectives in Recovery: Feminist-Informed Relationship 
 Groups for Male Addicts." Alcoholism Treatment Quarterly 27.4 (2009): 409-420. 
 
Drabble, Laurie, and Michele J. Eliason. "Substance Use Disorders Treatment For Sexual 
 Minority Women." Journal Of LGBT Issues In Counseling 6.4 (2012): 274-292. 
 
Ford, Jo Ann and Dennis Moore. "An Exploratory Study Of Violence, Substance Abuse, 
 Disability, And Gender." Social Behavior & Personality: An International Journal 28.1 
 (2000): 61-71. 
. 
Friedman, Samuel R., et al. "Income Inequality, Drug-Related Arrests, and the Health of People 
 Who Inject Drugs: Reflections on Seventeen Years of Research." International Journal 
 of Drug Policy 32 (2016): 11-16. 
 
Hepola, Sarah. “Women Who Drink.”  Blackout: Remembering the Things I Drank to Forget.  
 New York: Grand Central, 2015.  5-23. 
 
Hodge, James G., et al. "Emerging Legal Responses to Curb the Opioid Epidemic." Journal of 
 Law, Medicine & Ethics 45.3 (2017):  460-463.  
 
hooks, bell.  “Growing Away from Addiction.”  Sisters of the Yam: Black Women  and Self 
 Recovery. Boston: South End, 1993. 
 
Koch, David W., et al. "Coloring the War on Drugs: Arrest Disparities in Black, Brown, and 
 White." Race and Social Problems 8.4 (2016): 313-325. 
 
Miller, Jody and Kristin Carbone-Lopez. "Beyond ‘Doing Gender’: Incorporating Race, Class, 
 Place, and Life Transitions into Feminist Drug Research." Substance Use & Misuse 50.6 
(2015): 693-707.  
 
Netherland, Julie and Helena Hansen. "White Opioids: Pharmaceutical Race and the War on 
 Drugs That Wasn't." Biosocieties 12. 2 (2017): 217-238 
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http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/25205-the-silent-anguish-of-
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/25205-the-silent-anguish-of-


Service-Learning Designation Request Form 
Please complete 0this form and attach it to your Course Request or Course Change Request 
when you request the S-Designation. If you have questions or need more information, 
please contact us at slearning@osu.edu.  

(Note: This version of the S-Designation Request Form will only be used to determine 
assignment of the S-designation for submitted courses. If you would like to seek 
approval for the GE Open Option as well as the S-designation, please contact the Office 
of Service-Learning at slearning@osu.edu.) 

 

1. Has this class previously received an S-Designation?   Yes  No 

2. Is this class always taught with a service-learning component?  Yes  No 

(if no, please provide details) 

This course may be offered as an online course as well. 

 An effective service-learning course should include the following core premises:  

• Connection to academic learning 
• Analysis of connection between academic content and service 
• Mutual benefit for all involved 
• Student preparation and support 
• Plan for evaluation 
• Plan for sustainability 

COURSE CONTENT/PLANNING 

3. Please describe the planned service activities to be performed by students in this 
course. 

Students will do volunteer work with two local organizations, both of which have 
agreed to work with OSU students from this course.  One organization is Safe Point, 
part of the nonprofit Equitas Health initiative, a harm-reduction, education, and 
outreach program for drug users: http://safepointohio.org.  It provides overdose 
prevention education, basic health services and testing, access to new syringes, and 
direction to treatment.  
The other local organization is Star House, the OSU drop-in center for homeless 
youths, ages 14-24: http://starhouse.ehe.osu.edu.  Star House provides access to 
resources ranging from health needs to food and clothing.  They need volunteers 

mailto:slearning@osu.edu
mailto:slearning@osu.edu
http://safepointohio.org/
http://starhouse.ehe.osu.edu/


who are willing to spend time with these young people, a large percentage of whom 
are dealing with substance abuse.   

 

4. Please describe how the planned service activities reflect priorities and stated 
goals/needs of the community partner(s)? 

Safe Point identifies three levels of volunteer service, requiring various degrees of 
training, that volunteers can provide: http://safepointohio.org/volunteer/  The Safe 
Point outreach specialist is eager to have help from OSU students and has explained 
that her organization would benefit most from volunteers who could make a long-
term commitment to do the training necessary to become an intervention 
specialist—the person who performs intake interviews to collect information and 
identify client needs. So Safe Point would benefit from an OSU course in which 
students were committed to do the training and to follow up with regular hours 
onsite doing interviews. In turn, students would get supervised personal experience 
with clients dealing with the issues we are analyzing in class. 
 
Star House is especially interested in college students, who can serve as role models 
while interacting with the clients onsite. As with Safe Point, Star House is especially 
interested in volunteers who are willing to make a long-term commitment to help 
supervise youth activities in a more engaged way: 
https://starhouse.ehe.osu.edu/get-involved/volunteer/  OSU students working with 
this organization would directly benefit a needy central-Ohio population and would 
learn a great deal about the resources available to this population.  

 

5. Service-Learning activities are all based on an agreement between three parties 
each of whom has specific goals/expectations/responsibilities that are necessary to 
make it an effective service-learning experience. 

Please describe goals/expectations/responsibilities for: 

a) Faculty:  My first goal is to provide students with a feminist approach to addiction-- 
that is, to help them understand the relationships among gender, race, sexuality, and 
class issues involved in substance abuse.  My second goal is to facilitate students’ 
understandings of their experiences in the community organizations in relationship 
to our readings and reflections.  Also, my responsibility is to maintain a good 
working relationship with the volunteer coordinators at Safe Point and Star House 
and to guide students in their analyses of their experiences there.   
 

b) Students: The first goal of students is to acquire an understanding of feminist 
perspectives on addiction and how the intersectionality of gender, race, class, and 
sexuality affects the development and social contexts of addiction.  The second goal 

http://safepointohio.org/volunteer/
https://starhouse.ehe.osu.edu/get-involved/volunteer/


is to gain first-hand experience with a community organization that provides 
services to persons with addiction problems and to provide responsible service 
work to that organization.  Students will be expected to participate in the training 
provided by the community partner with which they are working, and they must 
follow up with volunteer hours weekly thereafter.  The third goal of students is to 
evaluate the impact of their service work by clearly articulating the effects on the 
community in which they will work and the effect on their own engagement with 
course material. 

c) The community partner(s): Both Safe Point and Star House require and provide 
their own training for volunteers.   Also, the volunteer coordinators at both places 
require sign-in and timesheets for volunteers and have agreed to make this 
information available to the instructor of this course. 

 
6. Please describe your plans for sustainability and departmental support for 
offering this service-learning course on a continuing basis. 

My department has put this course into our curriculum rotation so that the service-
learning version can be offered every autumn.  Another faculty member has designated 
herself as willing to teach it as well. 

COURSE GOALS 

7.  How does the service activity connect with the academic content of the course and 
how is this content in turn enhanced by the service component of the course? 

Students will use the course material and tools of analysis to think and write critically 
about experience with a community organization and their clientele.  Their experience in 
the community organizations, in turn, will provide insight about how institutions address 
the addiction problems students have studied and also how the individual lives of clientele 
illustrate these problems. 

 

8.  In addition to course-specific student learning goals, the following general 
Expected Learning Outcomes are defined for students in Service-Learning courses:  

• Students make connections between concepts and skills learned in an academic 
setting and community-based work 

• Students demonstrate an understanding of the issues, resources, assets, and 
cultures of the community in which they are working.  

• Students evaluate the impacts of the service learning activity. 



 

A) What processes are in place to allow students to reflect on and make 
connections between concepts and skills learned in an academic setting and 
community-based work.   In-class discussion of students’ weekly service-work 
journals will focus on contextualizing their volunteer experiences with course 
readings. In addition, their final project will be a research/portfolio paper that 
makes connections between the experiences described in their journals and the 
scholarship on the topic they have chosen for the paper.  This topic will be an aspect 
of addiction covered in the course—i.e. race and public policy, pregnancy and 
addiction, motherhood and addiction, criminalization, sexual minorities, etc.   
 

b) What aspects of the course insure that the students learn about the issues, 
resources, assets, and cultures of the community in which they are working. 
 
Before they begin their volunteer work, students will assemble local news reports 
and institutional reports (i.e. from the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in 
Ohio, The Ohio Department of Health) about the communities in which they will be 
serving.  They will write a short report explaining their understanding of the 
organization’s role in the community—that is, the needs of the population being 
served by the organization and the role of the organization in the community.  
Students will present these to the class so that we can engage in a group process of 
putting together overall pictures of these communities’ issues, resources, assets, and 
cultures. At the end of the course, we will revisit these summaries and, as a group, 
discuss how students’ service work has amplified or altered the community profiles.  
 

a) How does the course promote reflection on and evaluation of the impacts of 
the service learning activity. 
 
Students will submit regular journal entries about their ongoing volunteer experiences, 
and share these journals with the class.  The rubric for these journals will be 
consideration of a) the impact of the student’s volunteer work on the organization; b) the 
impact on clientele; and c) the impact on the student’s understanding of substance abuse. 

Measuring student learning outcomes can take many different approaches. For example, 
you may measure student success in achieving identified outcomes through written-
papers, embedded test questions, pre and post-tests, reflection journals, discussions, 
successful completion of a specified product, focus groups, interviews, and observations.  

9. Please describe how student learning, with respect to the goals in #8 above, will be 
assessed in this course.  



a) Assessment of connections between concepts learned in an academic setting and 
experience in a community organization:  Three weeks into the semester, before 
students have begun their volunteer work but after their first sets of assigned readings, 
students will write an in-class response paper describing what a feminist perspective on 
concepts such as “the crack mother,” fetal alcohol syndrome, and genetics and addiction 
would entail.  They will be evaluated regarding their ability to talk about these concepts in 
a critical way through a feminist lens. During the final week of class, I will repeat the in-
class response prompt but also ask students how their volunteer experience has affected 
their responses.  I will use these sets of responses to discuss and assess the relationship 
between what they learned in the readings and what they learned in their volunteer work.  

b) Assessment: What aspects of the course insure that the students learn about the 
issues, resources, assets, and cultures of the community in which they are working? 
Toward the end of the semester, we will use focus groups to evaluate the community 
profiles we had assembled early in the course in order to discuss how the semester-long 
volunteer experience has shifted or altered students’ earlier understandings of the 
communities in which they worked 

c) Assessment: How does the course promote reflection on and evaluation of the 
impacts of the service learning activity?  The weekly journals that students write about 
the impacts of their volunteer work will be assessed in two ways.  First, they will be posted 
on Carmen and discussed in class every week, so they become course material.  Second, 
students will include and write about these journals in their final paper project. 

 

 



  
 

 
 
 
 
Feb. 5, 2018 
 
 
Professor Carmen Taleghani-Nikazm, Chair 
ASC Curriculum Committee 
OSU 
 
Dear Prof. Taleghani-Nikazm, 
 
Thanks very much for your committee’s feedback on my service-learning course proposal, WGSS 
2326S, Feminist Perspectives on Addiction.  I’ve submitted a revised syllabus as well as a 
concurrence email and an email from the Office of Research about the IRB question. 
 
In response to the committee’s suggestions, I’ve changed the syllabus terminology to conform to 
service-learning language, and I’ve also mentioned ADAMH as one of our resources for guest 
speakers.  When I taught the non-service-learning version of this course in SP 17, I did in fact bring 
in a speaker from ADAMH who happened to be a graduate of our program. 
 
Regarding the assigned memoir published in 1976, I’m keeping this in the course because it’s a 
classic in the field.  It was one of the first sobriety memoirs ever published, and it’s especially 
important in this class because it deals with the experiences of a Black woman in an intersectional 
way. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Linda Mizejewski 
Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
 

Department of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies 
 

286 University Hall 
230 N. Oval Mall 

Columbus, OH 43210-1311 
 

Phone (614) 292-1021 
Fax (614) 292-0276 

wgss.osu.edu 
 



From: Mizejewski, Linda
To: Stotlar, Jackie
Subject: ASC CC documents
Date: Monday, February 05, 2018 3:03:39 PM
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Syllabus 2326-S revision.doc
Response to feedback from ASC CC.docx

HI Jackie,
I’m glad the College of Social Work was so prompt with the concurrence for the new service learning
course.  I’m forwarding below the response from the Office of Research about the IRB question, and I’m
attaching the revised syllabus as well as a brief response.
Very exciting to get this going!   Thanks for everything!
Linda

Linda Mizejewski
Professor of Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
286D University Hall

Mailing address:
Ohio State University
286 University Hall
230 N. Oval Mall
Columbus OH 43210-1311

Phone 614 292 2467
Fax 614 292 0276 

From: "Stoddard, Jacob" <stoddard.13@osu.edu>
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at 12:40 PM
To: Linda Mizejewski <mizejewski.1@osu.edu>
Subject: RE: IRB question

Hello Dr. Mizejewski,
 
Thank you for your inquiry. Based upon your e-mail and the syllabus it does not appear that this is
for research but rather for a class assignment. Is that correct?
 
If so then this project would not meet the requirements of research involving human subjects
requiring review (see the following policy: http://orrp.osu.edu/files/2012/02/Research-Involving-
Human-Subjects.pdf). On page 7 of 8 in the table provided you will see that there is a caveat in
which course related activities (which are not for research) do not require review:
 

mailto:mizejewski.1@osu.edu
mailto:stotlar.1@osu.edu
mailto:stoddard.13@osu.edu
mailto:mizejewski.1@osu.edu
http://orrp.osu.edu/files/2012/02/Research-Involving-Human-Subjects.pdf
http://orrp.osu.edu/files/2012/02/Research-Involving-Human-Subjects.pdf

Course-Related Activities - CIassioom exercises or
assignments that do not include medical procedures,
when the purpose of the activity is to teach research
methods or techniques, replicate accepted findings or
provide research simulation, if data are used solely
within the class and participants are informed of the
instructional exercise

No
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Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2326-S: 

Feminist Perspectives on Addiction


Format of instruction: lecture/discussion

Prof. L. Mizejewski, 286 D University Hall, phone 292-2467

email: mizejewski.1@osu.edu       Office hrs:  Tues. 12-2 p.m. & by appmt.

Accommodation of students with disabilities: The University strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as possible. If you anticipate or experience academic barriers based on your disability (including mental health, chronic or temporary medical conditions), please let me know immediately so that we can privately discuss options.  You are also welcome to register with Student Life Disability Services to establish reasonable accommodations.  After registration, make arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss your accommodations so that they may be implemented in a timely fashion. SLDS contact information: slds@osu.edu; 614-292-3307; slds.osu.edu; 098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue.

The Collegiate Recovery Community (CRC) is a supportive peer community on campus for students in recovery from a substance use disorder or who may be currently struggling with substance use.  The CRC is located in room 1230 of Lincoln Tower and meets regularly on Wednesdays at 5pm. Stop by or visit go.osu.edu/recovery or email recovery@osu.edu for more information.

Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories (e.g., race). If you or someone you know has been sexually harassed or assaulted, you may find the appropriate resources at http://titleix.osu.edu or by contacting the Ohio State Title IX Coordinator, Kellie Brennan, at titleix@osu.edu.


I. Course description

The two components of this course are a) the study of feminist scholarship on addiction and b) service learning with a local organization that provides services to persons with substance abuse issues.  Our focus is feminist addiction studies, an interdisciplinary field of research that includes sociology, social work, political science, and psychology. Topics will include feminist and traditional approaches to addiction and recovery, public policy on substance abuse, and the special needs of African American and LGBT populations, as well as persons with disabilities. In addition, students will do service work to get first-hand experience with the addiction issues we cover as course material.  Students will use the course material and tools of analysis to think and write critically about experience with a community organization.  This experience, in turn, will provide insight about how institutions address the addiction problems analyzed in feminist scholarship.


II. Course objectives


These objectives are common to all service learning courses:

· Students make connections between concepts and skills learned in an academic setting and community-based work.

· Students demonstrate an understanding of the issues, resources, assets, and cultures of the community in which they are working. 


· Students evaluate the impacts of the service learning activity.


The following objectives are specific to this course:


· Students acquire an understanding of feminist perspectives on addiction and how the intersectionality of gender, race, class, and sexuality affects the development and social contexts of addiction.  

· Students gain first-hand experience with a community organization that offers services to persons with addiction problems.  

· Students demonstrate an ability to analyze and reflect on their service work experiences through a feminist framework and in the context of course readings and discussions.


III. Course Content and Procedures


Throughout the semester, students will discuss key readings in feminist addiction studies.  By the third week of the course, students will begin training at either Safe Point or Star House, the organizations that have agreed to provide service opportunities for this course.  Beginning week four, classroom contact hours will be split between class meetings and service-work hours. Class sessions will then include discussion of weekly journal entries about students’ experiences in the community with the goal of making connections between feminist scholarship on addiction and student interactions with programs and clients.

Our guest speakers in this course will come from AA, OSU’s Collegiate Recovery Community, the OSU Counseling Center, and ADAMH  (Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Board of Franklin County).

CARMEN AND TOP HAT: You will find the syllabus, readings, and other course material on Carmen.  TOP HAT is the platform I’ll use to take attendance and give quizzes.  If you don’t yet have a TH account, here are instructions for getting one: https://success.tophat.com/s/article/Student-Creating-Your-Account?name=Student-Top-Hat-Overview-and-Getting-Started-Guide&fromCase=1

IV. Requirements and Evaluation:

Attendance and participation (20%).  Our in-class discussions of the readings and your service-work journals are essential in this course. You have two “free” absences (to use for illness, for instance) before your final grade goes down one-half grade: 3 absences = one-half grade; 4 absences=one full grade, etc..

Community and organization report (10%).  This two-page report will a) gather information from local news organizations about the community you will be working with and b) compile information about the program with which you will be working.  We will collate these reports in class in order to compile profiles of the programs and their clients before you begin your volunteer work, and we will revise these profiles at the end of the semester in light of your service-learning experiences.   See the Paper Guidelines file on Carmen for assignment details. 

Weekly journals (30%): Beginning in week four, students will submit a weekly one-page journal about their service-learning experiences.  These journals will be posted on Carmen to share with the class for discussion. 


In-class writing assignments: (15%) Expect weekly reading quizzes and short in-class written.responses to the readings.  We will use these as entry points into our discussions. 

Final paper and portfolio (25%): Your final project is a portfolio of your journals and a research paper that reflects on and evaluates your experience as a volunteer in relationship to a particular issue we have covered in this course (i.e. pregnancy, criminalization, sexual identity, etc.)  That is, this paper makes connections between the insights gleaned from your journals and feminist scholarship on addiction. See paper guidelines on Carmen.

Plagiarism: As defined in University Rule 3335-31-02, plagiarism is “the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.”  It is the obligation of this department and its instructors to report all cases of suspected plagiarism to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  After the report is filed, a hearing takes place and if the student is found guilty, the possible punishment  ranges from failing the class to suspension or expulsion from the university.  Although the existence of the Internet makes it relatively easy to plagiarize, it also makes it even easier for instructors to find evidence of plagiarism.  It is obvious to most teachers when a student turns in work that is not his or her own and plagiarism search engines make documenting the offense very simple.  Always cite your sources’ always ask questions before you turn in an assignment if you are uncertain about what constitutes plagiarism.  To preserve the integrity of OSU as an institution of higher learning, to maintain your own integrity, and to avoid jeopardizing your future, DO NOT PLAGIARIZE!  


V.
Grading Scale


Grade

Percentage


D

60


D+

67


C-

70


C

73


C+

77


B-

80


B

83


B+

87


A-

90


A

93

VI.
Required Texts 

Allen, Cheney.  I’m Black and I’m Sober: The Timeless Story of a Woman’s Journey Back to 
Sanity. Center City, Minn.: Hazeldon, 1976.

Campbell, Nancy D.  Using Women: Gender, Drug Policy, and Social Justice.  New York and 
London: Routledge, 2000.


Zailckas, Koren.  Smashed: Story of a Drunken Girlhood. New York: Penguin, 2006.

The article assignments on the syllabus are available on Carmen.


VII. Schedule of classes and assignments


1. Intersectional Approaches to Substance Abuse

Week One

Introductions to each other and to feminist thought




Hepola, “Women Who Drink”




Pagliaro/Pagliaro, “Explaining Substance Abuse Among Women”














 

Week Two

Campbell, “Reading 'Feminist Standpoint Epistemology' into Substance 




Use and Misuse." 




Downing, “Sex Role Set Ups and Alcoholism”





Rhodes/Johnson, “A Feminist Approach to Treating African 





American Women”




hooks, “Growing Away from Addiction”





In-class response paper on key concepts


Week Three

Barczyk/Thompson. "Alcohol/Drug Dependency in Homeless Youth" 




Thompson, et al. "Estrangement Factors Associated with Addiction






 among Homeless Youth" 




Community Report Due




Begin training with Star House or Safe Point

Week Four

Ford/Moore, “Violence, Substance Abuse, Disability, Gender”





Beatty, “Substance Abuse, Disabilities, Black Women”





Drabble/Eliason, “Treatment for Sexual Minority Women”





Journal 1 due


Week Five

Terplan, “Women and the Opioid Crisis”





Penm et al, “Strategies for the Opioid Epidemic: Ohio”




Miller/Lopez. "Beyond ‘Doing Gender’: Incorporating Race, Class, 




Place, and Life Transitions into Feminist Drug Research" 




Journal 2 due

Week Six

Allen, I’m Black and I’m Sober




Journal 3 due


Week Seven

Zailckas, Smashed




Journal 4 due


Autumn Break


2.  Addiction, Gender, Race, and Public Policy


Week Eight

Campbell, Using Women, pp. 1-168





Journal 5 due

Week Nine

Campbell, pp. 169-220




Watson/Mallory, “The Criminalization of Addiction in Pregnancy”





Journal 6 due


Week Ten

Young, “Punishment, Treatment, Empowerment: Three Approaches to 




Policy for Pregnant Addicts”





Sanchez, “The Silent Anguish of Pregnant Women who Struggle with 




Addiction”






Hodge et al, “Emerging Legal Responses to the Opioid Epidemic”






Journal 7 due

Week Eleven

Netherland/Hansen, “White Opioids: Pharmaceutical Race”




Koch et al, “Coloring the War on Drugs”





Discussion of assigned screening, The House I Live In (2012)





Journal 8 due

Week Twelve

Schneider, “Racism, Drug Policy, and AIDS”




Friedman, “Income Inequality, Drug-Related Arrests”




Journal 9 due



3. Reflections and evaluations


Week Thirteen

Workshop: designing a final paper

Thanksgiving Break


Week Fourteen
Community and organization profiles: reflection and revision




Brief oral reports on final papers

Week Fifteen

Final paper/portfolio due

VIII. Bibliography of essays on Carmen:
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67-83. 


Barczyk, Amanda and Sanna Thompson. "Alcohol/Drug Dependency in Homeless 
Youth." Alcoholism: Clinical & Experimental Research 32 (2008): 367-99.

Beatty, Lula. "Substance Abuse, Disabilities, And Black Women: An Issue Worth 
Exploring." Women & Therapy 26.3/4 (2003): 223-236.

Campbell, Nancy D. "Reading 'Feminist Standpoint Epistemology' into Substance Use and 
Misuse." Substance Use & Misuse 50.6 (2015): 806-819.


Downing, Elaine.  “Sex Role Set Ups and Alcoholism.” Feminist Perspectives On Addictions. 
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Solutions." Fertility & Sterility 108.2 (2017): 195-199.
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among Homeless Youth in Three U. S. Cities." Evaluation and Program Planning 
33.4 (2010): 418-427. 
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Feb. 5, 2018





Professor Carmen Taleghani-Nikazm, Chair

ASC Curriculum Committee

OSU



Dear Prof. Taleghani-Nikazm,



Thanks very much for your committee’s feedback on my service-learning course proposal, WGSS 2326S, Feminist Perspectives on Addiction.  I’ve submitted a revised syllabus as well as a concurrence email and an email from the Office of Research about the IRB question.



In response to the committee’s suggestions, I’ve changed the syllabus terminology to conform to service-learning language, and I’ve also mentioned ADAMH as one of our resources for guest speakers.  When I taught the non-service-learning version of this course in SP 17, I did in fact bring in a speaker from ADAMH who happened to be a graduate of our program.



Regarding the assigned memoir published in 1976, I’m keeping this in the course because it’s a classic in the field.  It was one of the first sobriety memoirs ever published, and it’s especially important in this class because it deals with the experiences of a Black woman in an intersectional way.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Respectfully,
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Linda Mizejewski

Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
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It appears that this activity would fit into this criteria. You will of course want to discuss issues
related to confidentiality, etc. with your students but the class papers do not appear to require IRB
review if they fit into this category.
 
Let me know if I am missing something.
 
Thanks
-Jake Stoddard
 

Jacob R. Stoddard, BA, CIP
IRB Operations Program Manager
Office of Responsible Research Practices
Research Administration Building, 1960 Kenny Road, Rm. 300, Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-0526 Office 
stoddard.13@osu.eduwww.orrp.osu.edu
 

From: Mizejewski, Linda 
Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2018 11:06 AM
To: Stoddard, Jacob <stoddard.13@osu.edu>
Subject: IRB question
 
Dear Mr. Stoddard,
 
I’m in the process of having an undergraduate service-learning course approved, and the ASC Curriculum
Committee has asked that I contact your office to inquire if IRB is necessary.  I’m attaching the syllabus,
which I hope makes clear that the students are not collecting data but rather doing volunteer work.   Please
let me know how to proceed.
 
Thank you!
 
Linda Mizejewski
Professor of Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
286D University Hall
 
Mailing address:
Ohio State University

mailto:stoddard.13@osu.edu
http://www.orrp.osu.edu/
mailto:stoddard.13@osu.edu


286 University Hall
230 N. Oval Mall
Columbus OH 43210-1311
 
Phone 614 292 2467
Fax 614 292 0276 
 



From: Davis, Tamara
To: Mizejewski, Linda
Cc: Stotlar, Jackie; Babcock, Jennie
Subject: RE: question about concurrence
Date: Monday, February 05, 2018 2:45:11 PM

Hi Linda,
 
Yes!  We sure will.
 
Thank you,
Tamara
 

From: Mizejewski, Linda 
Sent: Monday, February 5, 2018 2:32 PM
To: Davis, Tamara <davis.2304@osu.edu>
Cc: Stotlar, Jackie <stotlar.1@osu.edu>
Subject: Re: question about concurrence
 
Thanks very much, Tamara.  Would you please add 2326S  but also keep the non-service-learning version,
2326, in your minor?  We will be offering both.  Thanks!
Linda
 
Linda Mizejewski
Professor of Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
286D University Hall
 
Mailing address:
Ohio State University
286 University Hall
230 N. Oval Mall
Columbus OH 43210-1311
 
Phone 614 292 2467
Fax 614 292 0276 
 
 

From: "Davis, Tamara" <davis.2304@osu.edu>
Date: Monday, February 5, 2018 at 1:25 PM
To: Linda Mizejewski <mizejewski.1@osu.edu>
Subject: RE: question about concurrence
 
Hi Linda,
 
The College of Social Work sees no conflicts with the proposed course and supports its offering.  The
“regular” 2326 is already part of the Addiction Minor, so if you are interested, we would like to add

mailto:davis.2304@osu.edu
mailto:mizejewski.1@osu.edu
mailto:stotlar.1@osu.edu
mailto:babcock.79@osu.edu
mailto:davis.2304@osu.edu
mailto:mizejewski.1@osu.edu


the “S” 2326 to the minor as well.
 
Thank you,
Tamara
 
Tamara S. Davis, PhD, MSSW
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and
Graduate Studies Committee Chair
College of Social Work
The Ohio State University
1947 College Road
Columbus, OH 43210
Office: (614) 247-5025
Pronouns: she, her, hers
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